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Swenson, Peter[swenson.peter@epa.gov] 
Kelley, Jeff[kelley.jeff@epa.gov]; Rowan, Anne[rowan.anne@epa.gov] 
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EHN: Menominee Tribe seeks stricter federal oversight in Michigan mine fight 
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Brian Bienkowski 
Environmental Health News 

In its continued a mine near sacred the Menominee Indians of Wisconsin want 
federal to as officials the final for mine 

83-acre open zinc and copper mine in the 

I 

At issue is the Back 
southwestern corner of 

which forms the 
the border in Wisconsin. 

Peninsula. The mine would sit within 150 feet of the Menominee 
border-and is namesake for the Menominee Tribe across 

Environmental Health News the Menominee's 
at how water resources-both on and off 

Native Americans' control. 

but has been 
The state of 

This week the Menominee tribe asked the U.S. Environmental Protection 
of to take over for the wetland under Clean Water Act rules. 

Menominee tribal member Burton 
allows for states or tribes to take over 

assumes 
never been assumed by the 

over the Menominee 
"he said. 

but those waters may have 

The is crucial because of the location. The Menominee is a massive river up 
the border between northern Wisconsin and Peninsula. More than 100 tributaries drain 
into it, a watershed square miles. It of and 
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for 

vtr'""tonn metals from sulfide ores can toxic sulfuric acid. The acid can then release 
harmful metals and nnt<>nto<> lakes and water sources-called acid mine 

Resources submitted a wetland in 2016 that was withdrawn. It 
which was sent back to the company with correction from the 

of Environmental 

said the state's wetland are still on 
by the end of this month we'll receive 

the state would have to be the EPA Maki said. "We 
could go ahead and issue but if the EPA If the 
EPA it goes back to the 

have tribal concerns up to this due to 

"Federal "'"'~nr·ooc have told us 'we understand your but there's we can do because the 
state of has this '" he said. 

The Menominee letter comes on the heels of a='-='"'-"==-=.:::=-'-="-=-==-'-"~"-'""'--====-:..:..=, 
who wrote to the EPA and out of 
hands. 

"The fate of Wisconsin waters and communities should not be left to another state to " she wrote in 
her 18 letter. 

EPA Allison said the agency received the Menominee on 
afternoon but would not comment further. 

Kathleen who lead the Action of the Peninsula Environmental 
said in addition to the wetland it's still not clear if the state will swap land for the mine to 

The current are on a mix of and state-owned land. 

"About half the is on make it seem as the swap is a done 
Heideman said. "But the hasn't commented on any swap." 

has and economic windfalls from the 

from the mine. 

The Menominee tribe has echoed those worries and raised additional concerns that the mine would sit 
near tribal burial sites and centuries old raised beds the Menominee the center of the 
tribe's creation 

Tribe of 
In addition to the 

the Keweenaw Band 



of Potawatomi and the 

The national 

Northern Wisconsin." 

Menominee Nation chairman 
must go on. 

"This is our ancestral land. The 
said. 

"We have no choice." 
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the mine. 

American Rivers included the Menominee River in this 
due to the threat. 

and economy of 

Besaw said the mine has been a strain on the tribe but the 

the wild that's our "he 


